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to one of his companions, the surgeon, Lionel Wafer,
already mentioned. Lionel Wafer was apparently born
in Wales, about 1661, but passed much of his boyhood
in eastern Ireland and western Scotland, in the course
of which he learnt to speak Irish and Gaelic. When
fifteen or sixteen years old he was engaged as boy assis-
tant to accompany the surgeon of a ship sailing to Java.
The next year, however, he reached Jamaica in another
ship, as a surgeon's assistant, and practised as a surgeon
in Jamaica till the end of 1679, when he joined two buc-
caneers, Captains Edmund Cook and Lynch, to be surgeon
on a cruise to Cartagena and Porto Bello. Eventually he
found himself with the minority of forty-four of which
Dampier was a member. With them he attempted to
cross the isthmus back to the Atlantic. He sustained a
bad accident to his knee through an explosion of gun-
powder not long after the party of buccaneers had quitted
the Pacific coast of the Isthmus of Darien. This was in
the month of May, 1681, and Wafer, together- with a
companion, Richard Gopson (who had been an apprentice
to a druggist in London), was left behind to be taken
care of by the Indians and afterwards make his way if he
could to the Atlantic seaboard. Another who stayed
with him was "a plain mariner", John Hingson, and
their party was subsequently joined by two other lag-
gards, so that they were five in all. Richard Gopson
was a good scholar, and carried about with him a Greek
Testament, which he frequently read, and could translate
extempore into English to such of the company as were
disposed to hear him.

The kindly Indians soon set themselves to work to cure
the wound in Wafer's knee. They took herbs, which they
first chewed in their mouths to the consistency of a paste,
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